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[5] éoTtL d& 1) OKUTAAN TOLOVTOV. €MAV EKTEUTIWOL VAVAQXOV T
otoatnyov ot &pogor, EVAa dVO OTEOYYVAX UNKOG KAl TMAX0S AKQUPWS
ATUOWOAVTEG, WOTE TALS TOUALS EPAQUOLleV TIEOS AAANAQ, TO pev avTol
PLAdTTOLOL, OdTEQOV dE TG TEUTOHEVW OWOAOL TavTa d0& Tax EVAa
okvTAAQG kaAovow. [6] Otav oDV AmoQENTOV TL Kal Héya Podoatl
PovAnOwot, PiPAlov @OTEQ HAVIA HAKQOV KAL OTEVOV TOLOUVTEG
TEQLEALTTOVOL TNV TR AVTOIG OKUVTAANV, 0VdeV OIXAELUHA TIOLOVVTEG,
dAAx  mavtaxofev  kUkAw TV Emupavewrv  avtne @ PAiw
KATAAAUPAVOVTEG. TOVTO 0& TOM|oAVTEG & POVAOVTAL KATAYQADOLOLV €ig
10 PPAlov, womep 0Tl TN OKLTAAN Tepkeipevov: Otav d¢ yoapwaoly,
apeAovteg 10 BPAlOV dvev Tov EVAOL TIEOS TOV OTEATIYOV ATIOOTEAAOLOL.
[7] deLapevog O Exelvog AAAwG peEV oLdev avaAéEaoOat dvvatal twv
YOAUUATWV CLVAPT)V OUK EXOVTWYV, AAAX DLEOTIATHEVWY, TNV & M’ aLTQ
OKLTAANV AafBwV TO TUNHA TOV BBALIOL TTEQL AVTNV TEQLETELVEV, (OTE, TNG
EAkog elg Talv Opolwg ATokaAOOTAEVTS, EMUPAAAOVTA TOIS TEWTOLS TA
devTepa, KUKAW@ TNV OPLv EMAYELV TO OLVEXES AVEVQLOKOLOAV. KAAELTAL OE
OHWVUHWG T EVAW OKLTAAN TO BBALOV, WS TQ HETQOVVTL TO HETQOVUEVOV.

Plutarch, Parallel Lives
Lysander, Chapter 19.

5 The dispatch-scroll is of the following character. When the ephors send out an
admiral or a general, they make two round pieces of wood exactly alike in length and
thickness, so that each corresponds to the other in its dimensions, and keep one
themselves, while they give the other to their envoy. These pieces of wood they call
"scytalae." 6 Whenever, then, they wish to send some secret and important message,
they make a scroll of parchment long and narrow, like a leathern strap, and wind it
round their "scytale," leaving no vacant space thereon, but covering its surface all
round with the parchment. After doing this, they write what they wish on the
parchment, just as it lies wrapped about the "scytale"; and when they have written
their message, they take the parchment off, and send it, without the piece of wood, to
the commander. 7 He, when he has received it, cannot other get any meaning of it, —
since the letters have no connection, but are disarranged, — unless he takes his own
"scytale" and winds the strip of parchment about it, so that, when its spiral course is
restored perfectly, and that which follows is joined to that which precedes, he reads
around the staff, and so discovers the continuity of the message. And the parchment,
like the staff, is called "scytale," as the thing measured bears the name of the measure.



